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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
1 . Claims 1-8 and 10-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1, line 3, "respective side panels" is a double inclusion insofar as the side panels 
are being reintroduced into the claim. 

The following are each unclear insofar as one element appears to be recited with respect 
to a plurality of end panels, notches, etc., i.e. each is unclear with respect to how a single element 
is associated with a plurality of the respective elements within the context of the claim: claim 1, 
lines 2-4, "a hinged edge" and "a second fold line" (a single hinged edge and a single second 
fold with respect to a plurality of end panels and side panels?), claim 2, "a mouth" and "a base", 
claim 10, "a mouth" and "a base", claim 15, line 3, "a free edge" and "a hinged edge", claim 16, 
"a mouth" and "a base", claim 21, lines 3 and 1 1, "a second fold line", "a mouth" and "a base", 
claim 22, lines 1 1 and 12, "a mouth" and u a base", claim 23, lines 3, 10 and 1 1, "a free edge", "a 
hinged edge", "a mouth" and "a base", claim 24, lines 2-4, " a hinged edge", "a free edge" and 
"the free edge", claim 25, lines 2-4, same as claim 24 and claim 26, lines 2-5, "a hinged edge", 
"a free edge", "the free edge" (three occurrences). 

The following are each unclear insofar a plurality of the element were previously recited 
in the claims and one cannot determine which of the plurality is being referred to: claims 2, 10, 
16, 21 (line 1 1), 22, (line 1 1) and 23 (line 10), "the free edge". 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1, 9 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Boutin et 
al. Boutin et al discloses two notches (10A, 10B, 12 A, 12B, etc.) in the free edges of each of the 
end panels of a carton. Each of the notches is positioned an equal distance from one of the 
parallel fold lines closest to a respective one of the other notches insofar as claimed. Also, the 
end panels in Boutin et al are considered to remain substantially planar during and after folding 
into an interlocked position. With respect to claim 1, note is made that the entire free edge of 
each of the flaps 14 A, 14B is considered to be located opposite the hinged connection of the 
respective flap as claimed. Also, each of the notches is further considered to be an equal 
distance from the closest fold line as compared to the other notches in the folded position at the 
point where they cross one another in the interlock. 

4. Claims 1, 9, 15 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Jenkins. Jenkins discloses two notches (24, 30) in the free edges of each of the end panels of a 
carton. Each of the notches is positioned an equal distance from one of the parallel fold lines 
closest to a respective one of the other notches insofar as claimed. Also, the end panels in 
Jenkins are considered to remain substantially planar during and after folding into an interlocked 
position. Also, each of the notches is further considered to be an equal distance from the closest 
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fold line as compared to the other notches in the folded position at the point where they cross one 
another in the interlock. 

5. Claims 15 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Stegner. 
Stegner discloses notches SI, S2, etc. within the outer edges of a blank. No distinction is seen 
between the blank claimed and that shown in Stegner as result of the claimed intended folding of 
the blank with the end panels remaining substantially planar during and after folding of the end 
panels to form an interlock, i.e. the blank of Stegner is considered capable of being folded with 
the panels remaining substantially planar by folding the panels into the carton until the ends of 
the slots meet and subsequently pushing the flaps outwardly into an end closing position. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 2-8, 10-14 and 16-20 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

7. Claims 21-24 and 26 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed 14 December 2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

The remarks assert that the patent to Boutin et al does not meet claims 1 , 9 and 1 5 
insofar as the notches in two of the end panels of Boutin et al are located in side edges of the end 
panels and the notches in the other two end panels are located in different edges of the end 
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panels, i.e. the notches are asserted as not all being located in the free edges of the end panels or 
located equal distances form the fold lines between adjacent side panels as set forth in the claims. 

In response, no distinction is seen between the location of the notches in Boutin et al and 
those claimed. As indicated in the previous office action, the notches in Boutin et al are 
positioned an equal distance from one of the parallel fold lines closest to a respective on of the 
other notches as claimed, e.g. the notch 28A is located an equal distance from the adjacent side 
panel fold line as compared to the notch 30A from the fold line closest to notch 30A. Stated 
another way, each notch is located an equal distance from the closest fold line as compared to 
another of the notches. Also, each of the notches is further considered to be an equal distance 
from the closest fold line as compared to the other notches in the folded position at the point 
where they cross one another in the interlock. With respect to the limitation in claim 1 that the 
free edges are opposite the hinged edges, entire free edge of the flaps 14A and 14B are 
considered to be "opposite" the folded connection of the flap. No distinction is therefor seen 
between the claimed carton/blank and that evidenced in Boutin et al. 

The remarks are otherwise moot in view of the new grounds of rejection applied above. 

Conclusion 

The newly cited patent to Reeves et al discloses a similar locking construction. 

In order to reduce pendency and avoid potential delays, Technology Center 3700 is 
encouraging FAXing of responses in Office Actions to (571)273-8300. This practice may be 
used for filing papers not requiring a fee. It may also be used for filing papers which require a 
fee by Applicants who authorize charges to a PTO deposit account. Please identify the Examiner 
and art unit at the top of your cover sheet. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained form the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. Also, copies of an office action or other file 
information may be obtained from the Private PAIR system. For more information about the 
PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions regarding access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
Examiner should be directed to Gary Elkins at telephone number (571)272-4537. The Examiner 
can normally be reached Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Nathan Newhouse can be reached at (571)272-4544. 
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